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RESTAURANT OF THE MONTH – BURGER SHE WROTE

MEET COUNCILMEMBER BOB BLUMENFIELD
TERMED-OUT WEST VALLEY CM OPENS UP ABOUT CITY REALITIES

AND HIS VIEWPOINTS ON THE MAYOR AND GOVERNOR RUNOFFS

SAVE THE DATE – JULY 15 – NEXT MAYORAL DEBATE!

• Is the city budget really balanced – or just a façade to keep us in 
the dark?

• Can we protect the Valley against massive housing projects that 
bypass local approvals?

• Valley homelessness is still unacceptable – can anything really be 
done?

• Can single-family neighborhoods and aggressive rent stabilization 
survive together?

Bob Blumenfield joined the LA City Council in 2013 for the West Valley cities of Woodland Hills, Tarzana, Winnetka, Reseda, 
and Canoga Park. In 2024, amid LA’s housing shortage, he voted against allowing mid-sized mixed-income and afford-
able apartment buildings near public transit in some neighborhoods zoned for single-family homes – saying “I worry 
about the solutions that are proposed as being a little bit too one-size-fits-all.”

Don’t miss live meeting and opportunity to ask questions to Councilmember Blumenfield. Email questions to 
SOHAZoomMtg@gmail.com by noon Tuesday June 16. Streams at 7:00 pm by clicking “Stream SOHA June 17 Meeting” 
button on www.SOHA914.com. Meeting video available next day – click “SOHA Meeting Videos” button.

SOHA’S ALREADY PLANNING OUR NEXT MAYORAL DEBATE
WITH THE TWO PRIMARY WINNERS

SOHA Members who RSVP get priority seating.

For latest info, click purple “July 15 Mayoral Debate” button on our website at www.SOHA914.com

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026 - 7:00 PM             SOCIAL HOUR/DINNER - 6:15 PM
SHERMAN OAKS EAST VALLEY ADULT CENTER • 5056 VAN NUYS BLVD

COMMUNITY MEETING

JUNE 2026
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munities, The Village at Sherman Oaks Business Improvement District, and the Paint Sherman Oaks Foundation that joined 
us again this year. And super thanks to Gelsons for hosting our event and Mayor Bass’s Shine LA program team and city 
departments that came out to support our efforts.

We are also inspired by a few volunteers that have been out on weekends watering the trees and cleaning up weed filled 
tree wells. Thank you Barbara Lewis, Darren Mills and Bee Inthanou!  If you’d like to join our volunteer beautification team, 
please email Kelly Lynch at klynch@kplselect.com. It’s a fun, productive way to spend a few hours on the weekend or 
weekday.  We’re sure you’ll take a shine to it!  

COMINGS AND GOINGS
by Matt Epstein, SOHA President

I usually kick off this column by highlighting the newest arrivals in Sherman Oaks. This month, however, I’ve noticed a few 
departures that deserve recognition before we turn our attention to what’s coming next.

Farewell to a Neighborhood Favorite – Let’s start with Santino’s. For nearly 20 years, Santino’s NY Pizza served up 
authentic New York-style thin crust pizza from its location on Woodman Ave, just north of Ventura Blvd. This family-run 
pizzeria became a neighborhood institution, feeding generations of Sherman Oaks residents and earning a loyal follow-
ing along the way. Sadly, Santino’s closed its doors this past March.

The good news for pizza lovers? Greco’s New York Pizzeria, which already operates successful locations in Hollywood 
and Tarzana, will soon open its third location in the former Santino’s space. We wish the Greco’s team great success and 
extend our best wishes to the Santino family as they begin their next chapter.

Another Restaurant Says Goodbye – Another recent closure is Samos, located on the corner of Ventura and Woodman. 
This one is particularly unfortunate because the owners invested heavily in transforming the space into a beautiful Medi-
terranean restaurant. They served some very good food and, by my estimate, were open for only about two years. 
Running a restaurant is never easy, and it’s always disappointing to see a local business close its doors. At this point, I 
haven’t heard what will be taking over the location, but I’ll keep my ears open.

Delicious Discovery on Ventura Blvd – A few months ago, I mentioned the closing of Tony’s Liquor Store, which had 
occupied the corner of Ventura and Sunnyslope for nearly half a century. Its replacement, Eagle Liquor, is now open and 
offering fine wines, beer, tobacco products, cigars, and of course, lottery tickets. But the real surprise is next door.

In addition to the new Eagle Liquor store allow me to introduce Mother’s Bread. I stopped in last week and met Nick, the 
proud owner and master baker behind this remarkable new shop. Originally from the country of Georgia, Nick uses reci-
pes passed down from his grandmother and focuses on just three varieties of sourdough bread. Now, I don’t claim to be 
a sourdough expert – in fact, I know very little about it – but I’ve learned that 
everything starts with “the starter”. Nick’s starter is made from grapes, and 
whatever magic happens from there produces some of the most incredible 
bread I’ve ever tasted.

The loaves themselves are distinctive, shaped like long paddles or oars, and 
the shop is producing roughly a hundred loaves a day – many of which sell out 
before closing. The bakery is a fascinating blend of old-world tradition and 
modern craftsmanship. It’s worth stopping by not only for the bread, but also to meet Nick himself. Sherman Oaks could 
use more business owners like him.

Signs of Life at Fashion Square – I drove by Fashion Square late yesterday afternoon and noticed something I haven’t 
seen in a while – the mall was busy. I have to admit I was pleasantly surprised. While there, I noticed a few new additions. 
One is BoxUnion Sherman Oaks, a high-energy boxing and fitness studio offering 45-minute group workouts that com-
bine boxing, cardio, strength training, muscle sculpting, and enough punches to make you feel like you’ve gone a few 
rounds with a heavyweight champion.

And after burning all those calories, you’ll be happy to know that Noodle St appears to be inching closer to opening its 
doors. The restaurant has been “coming soon” for what feels like quite some time now, but hopefully Sherman Oaks 
noodle lovers won’t have to wait much longer.

THE REAL RACE FOR LA MAYOR
by Tom Glick, SOHA Planning and Land Use Committee Co-Chair

The 2026 mayoral race in Los Angeles may ultimately come down to one question – have Angelenos simply had enough 
of establishment politics and those career politicians promising change and delivering nothing but stagnancy? That 
question is exactly why outsider candidate Spencer Pratt is being taken more seriously than many political insiders 
expected. His candidacy has transitioned from a curiosity to a central force in the race, threatening to upend the tradi-
tional political machine as the June primary approaches.

But Pratt is no longer the only disruptor in the room. The race has expanded to include a new wave of challengers who 
refuse to wait their turn in the traditional political pipeline. Adam Miller, a tech entrepreneur and nonprofit leader, has 
positioned himself as the managerial outsider. Miller relies on his executive background, having grown his firm Corner-
stone into a global success before leading homelessness-focused nonprofits like Better Angels. He argues that LA’s crises 
are management failures that require a CEO’s precision rather than a politician’s compromise.

On the other end of the spectrum is Tish Hyman, a Grammy-nominated songwriter whose campaign is rooted in raw, 
personal conviction. Hyman entered the race after witnessing what she viewed as a decline in the safety of public 
spaces. Running on a platform of restoring community norms and prioritizing the safety of women and children, she has 
become a vocal advocate for those who feel the city’s current leadership has ignored basic quality-of-life issues.

For years, voters in Los Angeles have been told to trust experienced political leaders to solve the city’s growing crises. Yet 
homelessness continues to overwhelm neighborhoods, public trust in city government has eroded, and many residents 
feel increasingly disconnected from the officials elected to represent them. Mayor Karen Bass entered office with enor-
mous goodwill, but the reality of her administration has struggled to meet the high expectations set during her campaign. 
Frustrations intensified following the January 2025 Pacific Palisades fire, which left many asking hard questions about 
leadership and accountability. Instead of accepting responsibility, the administration often appeared more willing to shift 
blame elsewhere – a move that resonated poorly with residents who lost everything.

Councilmember Nithya Raman faces similar criticism. While she cultivates an image as a progressive reformer, many 
residents in Council District 4 feel abandoned, claiming she prioritizes national ideologies and specific interest groups 
over the immediate, local concerns of her constituents. As homelessness remains a persistent issue throughout her 
district, voters are beginning to question whether rhetoric has permanently replaced results.

Critics attempt to portray Pratt as a reality TV caricature, but that characterization is simplistic. These labels are the prima-
ry weapons for Bass and Raman because Pratt lacks a political record to attack – which, to many voters, is his greatest 
asset. Scared politicians are stooping to personal attacks to denigrate him, but those tactics are falling short of the mark.

The bar for leadership in Los Angeles has been set painfully low by successive administrations. In this environment, voters 
are increasingly willing to consider those outside the machine – whether its Pratt’s populist fire, Miller’s executive preci-
sion, or Hyman’s grassroots urgency. Their candidacies reflect a growing belief that career politicians have had their 
opportunity to lead and failed. Whether these outsiders can transform public frustration into a victory remains to be seen. 
But one thing is abundantly clear – many Angelenos are no longer convinced that traditional politicians are the safer 
choice. Another term for the incumbents Bass or Raman may well push the city into a deeper crisis, and that is exactly 
why the outsiders have become the most real threat in this race.

MENTAL HEALTH AND HOMELESSNESS IN LA COUNTY
by Howard Jaffe, SOHA Homelessness Committee Chair

Of the estimated 72,000 homeless in LA county, it is estimated that 17,000 – nearly 25% – are considered seriously men-
tally ill. For years the county and city have relied mainly on voluntary outreach, shelters, and “housing first” policies. 
Critics have long argued that many people living on the streets are too mentally ill to seek their own help.

In response, California expanded programs such as Laura’s Law, known officially as Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court. Under these, a judge can order outpatient psychiatric treatment including medication management, 

therapy, and substance abuse. If during the process and individual is found to be a danger to themselves or others, or 
if gravely disabled they can be hospitalized under other California laws such as a 72-hour hold known as a 5150, a 
longer hold known as a 5250, or conservatorship proceedings. 

CARE Court also focuses on outpatient treatment. Judges generally cannot directly order long-term inpatient treat-
ment, but they can connect individuals to stabilization programs, psychiatric evaluations, and treatment plans that 
can eventually lead to conservatorship proceedings if necessary. On paper both Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court would appear to be important tools for addressing severe mental illness among the homeless population, 
even if they do not fully remove people from the streets.

Individuals typically enter Laura’s Law or CARE Court through family member referrals, mental health professionals, first 
responders, outreach workers, or law enforcement. In LA County, programs such as Home Outreach teams from the 
Department of Mental Health conduct street outreach in encampments, parks, and sidewalks to identify severely 
mentally ill individuals who may qualify for intervention under CARE Court or Laura’s Law.

Unfortunately, the number of homeless individuals treated under both programs remains very small compared to the 
estimated 17,000 seriously mentally ill homeless residents in LA County. Under Laura’s Law, 100 to 200 clients are 
served annually. Under CARE Court, roughly 500 petitions were filed between 2023 and 2025 but only 112 cases result-
ed in treatment agreements or plans, with few becoming court-ordered treatment plans. 

Several factors contribute to these low numbers. First, eligibility requirements are strict. CARE Court applies mainly to 
adults suffering from psychotic disorders such as schizophrenia and related illnesses. Many homeless individuals suffer 
from depression, trauma, addiction, or other disorders that do not qualify. Second, California law places significant 
emphasis on civil liberties protections, requiring judges to follow strict legal standards and favoring voluntary partici-
pation whenever possible. Third, Los Angeles continues to face major shortages of psychiatric beds, treatment facili-
ties, housing, and mental health professionals. 

Based on the above it becomes apparent that our state has created a framework for dealing with the mentally ill living 
on streets – but the reach of these programs remains limited. Policy makers must find ways to expand treatment 
capacity while still respecting civil liberties. The scope of mental illness and substance abuse conditions covered by 
CARE Court and Laura’s Law should also be reconsidered. 

Several LA officials support expanding mental health intervention programs for the homeless. Supervisor Kathryn 
Barger has been one of the strongest advocates for court-ordered treatment for severely mentally ill homeless individ-
uals. She has also supported the HOME Outreach program through the LA County Department of Mental Health, which 
brings psychiatric services directly to streets, parks, and homeless encampments. Mayor Karen Bass also supports 
CARE Court and expanded mental health outreach. City Councilmembers aligned with stronger street intervention 
and CARE Court implementation include Monica Rodriguez, Traci Park, and John Lee. 

Ultimately, LA residents must decide whether current policies are sufficient or whether these programs should be 
expanded to more vigorously address severe mental illness among the homeless population.

LOCAL AND STATE HOUSING LEGISLATION UPDATE
by Maria Kalban, SOHA Housing Committee Chair

The draft ordinance for Implementation of SB79 is close to being approved. The City of Los Angeles will proceed with a 
partial implementation of SB79 allowing half the height and density in impacted communities while planning for full 
implementation in 2030 through a Local Alternative Plan. What does that mean to all of us? Those of you living near the 
Orange line and areas near Van Nuys/Ventura Blvds and Sepulveda/Ventura Blvds will feel the impact starting July 2026 
when apartments will be allowed in your single-family neighborhoods. For now, apartment height will be limited to three 
or four stories but may change to eight stories in 2030. We successfully increased the rear yard setback to 8 feet rather 
than the 4 feet initially proposed by the Planning Department. We also asked Planning to grant a 15-foot rear setback as 
an incentive toward the open space requirement for these developments. It was included in the draft and approved.

Right now, it is important to switch gears and engage with three state bills that – if approved – will apply to all our 
single-family neighborhoods. We oppose these bills unless amended because such projects should not be “by right” but 
include local discretionary approval. Their impacts will be significant and should require robust local input.

Senate Bill (SB) 1116 – This bill would allow ten housing units to be built on any vacant or underutilized property in 

single-family neighborhoods with “by-right” approval which keeps the public from being notified or allowed to comment 
on such projects. Single properties can be divided into ten lots as small as 960 square feet. SB1123 passed last year allow-
ing lots as small as 1,200 square feet on single properties. SB1123 has hardly been in effect, and legislators are already 
approving smaller lots with 4-foot side and rear setbacks. Senator Stern has voted yes on this bill. It now goes to Assem-
blymember Schultz for his vote.

Assembly Bill (AB) 1751 – This bill would allow three-story row townhouses on any single-family lot deemed underuti-
lized – which could mean a site with a small house on it. This will again be “by right” with no setbacks, bypassing commu-
nity-driven plans. Assemblymember Schultz voted no on this bill. Next up is Senator Stern.

Assembly Bill (AB) 2005 – When SB9 was passed into law it allowed a property to be split in two and allowed four units 
of housing on each new split as long as the owner occupied one unit for three years. The idea was to allow a homeowner 
to provide housing for family members or make a little cash by renting units. This occupancy requirement was meant to 
prevent land investors from buying properties, splitting them and selling them with no commitment to the neighborhood. 
AB2005 attempts to remove the owner/occupancy requirement allowing corporations to buy these properties and make 
them lucrative business opportunities for developers. This is counter to the original intent of the bill. Assemblymember 
Schultz has voted yes on this bill! It is now up to Senator Stern to weigh in on the bill.

We have contacted the entire LA Delegation to oppose these bills. The Assembly bills are now in the Senate for review, 
and the Senate bills are in the Assembly. We will be doing a write-in campaign to convince our legislators that local con-
trol is valuable and shouldn't be dismissed as we build more housing. Join us in our efforts.

by Jane Kaplan, SOHA Restaurant Chair – As we mentioned last month “Burger She 
Wrote” was opening up in Sherman Oaks on Ventura Blvd. They are still working on the 
restaurant yet have opened up a small portion of it. Burger She Wrote will be our restau-
rant of the month for our June 17th meeting. Serving up Smash Burgers and fries. This 
restaurant was founded by skate-boarder Don “Nuge” Nguyen and restaurateur 
Steven Arroyo.

This popular restaurant is known for its Oklahoma style smash burgers made with American Wagyu beef, grilled onions 
and a King’s Hawaiian bun. A nod to Nuge’s hometown of Oklahoma City, where this burger style originated. Key menu 
items include the signature Oklahoma burger which is a classic smash burger, grilled cheese, and hand-cut fries. Burger 
She Wrote has locations in the Fairfax district and is now opening in Brentwood and Sherman Oaks. They’ll be some 
grilling at our next meeting. Hope you’ll be able to join us and help welcome them to our community!

SOHA’S SHINE LA SERVICE DAY IS SUPER SUCCESS!
by Kelly Lynch, SOHA Beautification Committee Chair

SOHA’s Shine LA Service Day on April 25th was a huge success! 350 volunteers, residents, students, parents, local busi-
nesses, and community partners all came together for a day of cleaning and beautifying Sherman Oaks. Volunteers 
removed more than 1,600 pounds of litter and debris, collected three huge size trash bags of recyclables, and planted 
34 new trees along Ventura Blvd between Van Nuys and Sepulveda Blvds.

Sherman Oaks businesses along Ventura Blvd that received a new tree in their formerly empty or stump-filled tree well 
agreed to adopt their new tree. These businesses will be watering trees weekly and notifying us if there are any issues 
regarding tree health or vandalism. We are inspired by the number of businesses that stepped up so far to take care of 

their tree with commitment and willingness to help us keep 
Sherman Oaks, clean, green and beautiful. Thank you!

We acknowledge and thank our generous business spon-
sors shown at the left and hope you will support them – and 
also thank our community partners: the Sherman Oaks/En-
cino Chamber of Commerce, Volunteers Cleaning Com-

SHERMAN OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION - President: Matt Epstein  Vice Presidents: Bob Anderson, Maria Pavlou Kalban 
Treasurer: John Isen  Secretary: Jay Weitzler  Board: Bob Anderson, Matt Epstein, Tom Glick, John Isen, Howard Jaffe, Maria Pavlou 
Kalban, Kelly Lynch, Joan Pelico, Tammy Scher, Larry Slade, Jay Weitzler.  Emeritus: Jules Feir          Richard Close, President 1977-2022
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munities, The Village at Sherman Oaks Business Improvement District, and the Paint Sherman Oaks Foundation that joined 
us again this year. And super thanks to Gelsons for hosting our event and Mayor Bass’s Shine LA program team and city 
departments that came out to support our efforts.

We are also inspired by a few volunteers that have been out on weekends watering the trees and cleaning up weed filled 
tree wells. Thank you Barbara Lewis, Darren Mills and Bee Inthanou!  If you’d like to join our volunteer beautification team, 
please email Kelly Lynch at klynch@kplselect.com. It’s a fun, productive way to spend a few hours on the weekend or 
weekday.  We’re sure you’ll take a shine to it!  

COMINGS AND GOINGS
by Matt Epstein, SOHA President

I usually kick off this column by highlighting the newest arrivals in Sherman Oaks. This month, however, I’ve noticed a few 
departures that deserve recognition before we turn our attention to what’s coming next.

Farewell to a Neighborhood Favorite – Let’s start with Santino’s. For nearly 20 years, Santino’s NY Pizza served up 
authentic New York-style thin crust pizza from its location on Woodman Ave, just north of Ventura Blvd. This family-run 
pizzeria became a neighborhood institution, feeding generations of Sherman Oaks residents and earning a loyal follow-
ing along the way. Sadly, Santino’s closed its doors this past March.

The good news for pizza lovers? Greco’s New York Pizzeria, which already operates successful locations in Hollywood 
and Tarzana, will soon open its third location in the former Santino’s space. We wish the Greco’s team great success and 
extend our best wishes to the Santino family as they begin their next chapter.

Another Restaurant Says Goodbye – Another recent closure is Samos, located on the corner of Ventura and Woodman. 
This one is particularly unfortunate because the owners invested heavily in transforming the space into a beautiful Medi-
terranean restaurant. They served some very good food and, by my estimate, were open for only about two years. 
Running a restaurant is never easy, and it’s always disappointing to see a local business close its doors. At this point, I 
haven’t heard what will be taking over the location, but I’ll keep my ears open.

Delicious Discovery on Ventura Blvd – A few months ago, I mentioned the closing of Tony’s Liquor Store, which had 
occupied the corner of Ventura and Sunnyslope for nearly half a century. Its replacement, Eagle Liquor, is now open and 
offering fine wines, beer, tobacco products, cigars, and of course, lottery tickets. But the real surprise is next door.

In addition to the new Eagle Liquor store allow me to introduce Mother’s Bread. I stopped in last week and met Nick, the 
proud owner and master baker behind this remarkable new shop. Originally from the country of Georgia, Nick uses reci-
pes passed down from his grandmother and focuses on just three varieties of sourdough bread. Now, I don’t claim to be 
a sourdough expert – in fact, I know very little about it – but I’ve learned that 
everything starts with “the starter”. Nick’s starter is made from grapes, and 
whatever magic happens from there produces some of the most incredible 
bread I’ve ever tasted.

The loaves themselves are distinctive, shaped like long paddles or oars, and 
the shop is producing roughly a hundred loaves a day – many of which sell out 
before closing. The bakery is a fascinating blend of old-world tradition and 
modern craftsmanship. It’s worth stopping by not only for the bread, but also to meet Nick himself. Sherman Oaks could 
use more business owners like him.

Signs of Life at Fashion Square – I drove by Fashion Square late yesterday afternoon and noticed something I haven’t 
seen in a while – the mall was busy. I have to admit I was pleasantly surprised. While there, I noticed a few new additions. 
One is BoxUnion Sherman Oaks, a high-energy boxing and fitness studio offering 45-minute group workouts that com-
bine boxing, cardio, strength training, muscle sculpting, and enough punches to make you feel like you’ve gone a few 
rounds with a heavyweight champion.

And after burning all those calories, you’ll be happy to know that Noodle St appears to be inching closer to opening its 
doors. The restaurant has been “coming soon” for what feels like quite some time now, but hopefully Sherman Oaks 
noodle lovers won’t have to wait much longer.

THE REAL RACE FOR LA MAYOR
by Tom Glick, SOHA Planning and Land Use Committee Co-Chair

The 2026 mayoral race in Los Angeles may ultimately come down to one question – have Angelenos simply had enough 
of establishment politics and those career politicians promising change and delivering nothing but stagnancy? That 
question is exactly why outsider candidate Spencer Pratt is being taken more seriously than many political insiders 
expected. His candidacy has transitioned from a curiosity to a central force in the race, threatening to upend the tradi-
tional political machine as the June primary approaches.

But Pratt is no longer the only disruptor in the room. The race has expanded to include a new wave of challengers who 
refuse to wait their turn in the traditional political pipeline. Adam Miller, a tech entrepreneur and nonprofit leader, has 
positioned himself as the managerial outsider. Miller relies on his executive background, having grown his firm Corner-
stone into a global success before leading homelessness-focused nonprofits like Better Angels. He argues that LA’s crises 
are management failures that require a CEO’s precision rather than a politician’s compromise.

On the other end of the spectrum is Tish Hyman, a Grammy-nominated songwriter whose campaign is rooted in raw, 
personal conviction. Hyman entered the race after witnessing what she viewed as a decline in the safety of public 
spaces. Running on a platform of restoring community norms and prioritizing the safety of women and children, she has 
become a vocal advocate for those who feel the city’s current leadership has ignored basic quality-of-life issues.

For years, voters in Los Angeles have been told to trust experienced political leaders to solve the city’s growing crises. Yet 
homelessness continues to overwhelm neighborhoods, public trust in city government has eroded, and many residents 
feel increasingly disconnected from the officials elected to represent them. Mayor Karen Bass entered office with enor-
mous goodwill, but the reality of her administration has struggled to meet the high expectations set during her campaign. 
Frustrations intensified following the January 2025 Pacific Palisades fire, which left many asking hard questions about 
leadership and accountability. Instead of accepting responsibility, the administration often appeared more willing to shift 
blame elsewhere – a move that resonated poorly with residents who lost everything.

Councilmember Nithya Raman faces similar criticism. While she cultivates an image as a progressive reformer, many 
residents in Council District 4 feel abandoned, claiming she prioritizes national ideologies and specific interest groups 
over the immediate, local concerns of her constituents. As homelessness remains a persistent issue throughout her 
district, voters are beginning to question whether rhetoric has permanently replaced results.

Critics attempt to portray Pratt as a reality TV caricature, but that characterization is simplistic. These labels are the prima-
ry weapons for Bass and Raman because Pratt lacks a political record to attack – which, to many voters, is his greatest 
asset. Scared politicians are stooping to personal attacks to denigrate him, but those tactics are falling short of the mark.

The bar for leadership in Los Angeles has been set painfully low by successive administrations. In this environment, voters 
are increasingly willing to consider those outside the machine – whether its Pratt’s populist fire, Miller’s executive preci-
sion, or Hyman’s grassroots urgency. Their candidacies reflect a growing belief that career politicians have had their 
opportunity to lead and failed. Whether these outsiders can transform public frustration into a victory remains to be seen. 
But one thing is abundantly clear – many Angelenos are no longer convinced that traditional politicians are the safer 
choice. Another term for the incumbents Bass or Raman may well push the city into a deeper crisis, and that is exactly 
why the outsiders have become the most real threat in this race.

MENTAL HEALTH AND HOMELESSNESS IN LA COUNTY
by Howard Jaffe, SOHA Homelessness Committee Chair

Of the estimated 72,000 homeless in LA county, it is estimated that 17,000 – nearly 25% – are considered seriously men-
tally ill. For years the county and city have relied mainly on voluntary outreach, shelters, and “housing first” policies. 
Critics have long argued that many people living on the streets are too mentally ill to seek their own help.

In response, California expanded programs such as Laura’s Law, known officially as Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court. Under these, a judge can order outpatient psychiatric treatment including medication management, 

therapy, and substance abuse. If during the process and individual is found to be a danger to themselves or others, or 
if gravely disabled they can be hospitalized under other California laws such as a 72-hour hold known as a 5150, a 
longer hold known as a 5250, or conservatorship proceedings. 

CARE Court also focuses on outpatient treatment. Judges generally cannot directly order long-term inpatient treat-
ment, but they can connect individuals to stabilization programs, psychiatric evaluations, and treatment plans that 
can eventually lead to conservatorship proceedings if necessary. On paper both Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court would appear to be important tools for addressing severe mental illness among the homeless population, 
even if they do not fully remove people from the streets.

Individuals typically enter Laura’s Law or CARE Court through family member referrals, mental health professionals, first 
responders, outreach workers, or law enforcement. In LA County, programs such as Home Outreach teams from the 
Department of Mental Health conduct street outreach in encampments, parks, and sidewalks to identify severely 
mentally ill individuals who may qualify for intervention under CARE Court or Laura’s Law.

Unfortunately, the number of homeless individuals treated under both programs remains very small compared to the 
estimated 17,000 seriously mentally ill homeless residents in LA County. Under Laura’s Law, 100 to 200 clients are 
served annually. Under CARE Court, roughly 500 petitions were filed between 2023 and 2025 but only 112 cases result-
ed in treatment agreements or plans, with few becoming court-ordered treatment plans. 

Several factors contribute to these low numbers. First, eligibility requirements are strict. CARE Court applies mainly to 
adults suffering from psychotic disorders such as schizophrenia and related illnesses. Many homeless individuals suffer 
from depression, trauma, addiction, or other disorders that do not qualify. Second, California law places significant 
emphasis on civil liberties protections, requiring judges to follow strict legal standards and favoring voluntary partici-
pation whenever possible. Third, Los Angeles continues to face major shortages of psychiatric beds, treatment facili-
ties, housing, and mental health professionals. 

Based on the above it becomes apparent that our state has created a framework for dealing with the mentally ill living 
on streets – but the reach of these programs remains limited. Policy makers must find ways to expand treatment 
capacity while still respecting civil liberties. The scope of mental illness and substance abuse conditions covered by 
CARE Court and Laura’s Law should also be reconsidered. 

Several LA officials support expanding mental health intervention programs for the homeless. Supervisor Kathryn 
Barger has been one of the strongest advocates for court-ordered treatment for severely mentally ill homeless individ-
uals. She has also supported the HOME Outreach program through the LA County Department of Mental Health, which 
brings psychiatric services directly to streets, parks, and homeless encampments. Mayor Karen Bass also supports 
CARE Court and expanded mental health outreach. City Councilmembers aligned with stronger street intervention 
and CARE Court implementation include Monica Rodriguez, Traci Park, and John Lee. 

Ultimately, LA residents must decide whether current policies are sufficient or whether these programs should be 
expanded to more vigorously address severe mental illness among the homeless population.

LOCAL AND STATE HOUSING LEGISLATION UPDATE
by Maria Kalban, SOHA Housing Committee Chair

The draft ordinance for Implementation of SB79 is close to being approved. The City of Los Angeles will proceed with a 
partial implementation of SB79 allowing half the height and density in impacted communities while planning for full 
implementation in 2030 through a Local Alternative Plan. What does that mean to all of us? Those of you living near the 
Orange line and areas near Van Nuys/Ventura Blvds and Sepulveda/Ventura Blvds will feel the impact starting July 2026 
when apartments will be allowed in your single-family neighborhoods. For now, apartment height will be limited to three 
or four stories but may change to eight stories in 2030. We successfully increased the rear yard setback to 8 feet rather 
than the 4 feet initially proposed by the Planning Department. We also asked Planning to grant a 15-foot rear setback as 
an incentive toward the open space requirement for these developments. It was included in the draft and approved.

Right now, it is important to switch gears and engage with three state bills that – if approved – will apply to all our 
single-family neighborhoods. We oppose these bills unless amended because such projects should not be “by right” but 
include local discretionary approval. Their impacts will be significant and should require robust local input.

Senate Bill (SB) 1116 – This bill would allow ten housing units to be built on any vacant or underutilized property in 

single-family neighborhoods with “by-right” approval which keeps the public from being notified or allowed to comment 
on such projects. Single properties can be divided into ten lots as small as 960 square feet. SB1123 passed last year allow-
ing lots as small as 1,200 square feet on single properties. SB1123 has hardly been in effect, and legislators are already 
approving smaller lots with 4-foot side and rear setbacks. Senator Stern has voted yes on this bill. It now goes to Assem-
blymember Schultz for his vote.

Assembly Bill (AB) 1751 – This bill would allow three-story row townhouses on any single-family lot deemed underuti-
lized – which could mean a site with a small house on it. This will again be “by right” with no setbacks, bypassing commu-
nity-driven plans. Assemblymember Schultz voted no on this bill. Next up is Senator Stern.

Assembly Bill (AB) 2005 – When SB9 was passed into law it allowed a property to be split in two and allowed four units 
of housing on each new split as long as the owner occupied one unit for three years. The idea was to allow a homeowner 
to provide housing for family members or make a little cash by renting units. This occupancy requirement was meant to 
prevent land investors from buying properties, splitting them and selling them with no commitment to the neighborhood. 
AB2005 attempts to remove the owner/occupancy requirement allowing corporations to buy these properties and make 
them lucrative business opportunities for developers. This is counter to the original intent of the bill. Assemblymember 
Schultz has voted yes on this bill! It is now up to Senator Stern to weigh in on the bill.

We have contacted the entire LA Delegation to oppose these bills. The Assembly bills are now in the Senate for review, 
and the Senate bills are in the Assembly. We will be doing a write-in campaign to convince our legislators that local con-
trol is valuable and shouldn't be dismissed as we build more housing. Join us in our efforts.

by Jane Kaplan, SOHA Restaurant Chair – As we mentioned last month “Burger She 
Wrote” was opening up in Sherman Oaks on Ventura Blvd. They are still working on the 
restaurant yet have opened up a small portion of it. Burger She Wrote will be our restau-
rant of the month for our June 17th meeting. Serving up Smash Burgers and fries. This 
restaurant was founded by skate-boarder Don “Nuge” Nguyen and restaurateur 
Steven Arroyo.

This popular restaurant is known for its Oklahoma style smash burgers made with American Wagyu beef, grilled onions 
and a King’s Hawaiian bun. A nod to Nuge’s hometown of Oklahoma City, where this burger style originated. Key menu 
items include the signature Oklahoma burger which is a classic smash burger, grilled cheese, and hand-cut fries. Burger 
She Wrote has locations in the Fairfax district and is now opening in Brentwood and Sherman Oaks. They’ll be some 
grilling at our next meeting. Hope you’ll be able to join us and help welcome them to our community!

SOHA’S SHINE LA SERVICE DAY IS SUPER SUCCESS!
by Kelly Lynch, SOHA Beautification Committee Chair

SOHA’s Shine LA Service Day on April 25th was a huge success! 350 volunteers, residents, students, parents, local busi-
nesses, and community partners all came together for a day of cleaning and beautifying Sherman Oaks. Volunteers 
removed more than 1,600 pounds of litter and debris, collected three huge size trash bags of recyclables, and planted 
34 new trees along Ventura Blvd between Van Nuys and Sepulveda Blvds.

Sherman Oaks businesses along Ventura Blvd that received a new tree in their formerly empty or stump-filled tree well 
agreed to adopt their new tree. These businesses will be watering trees weekly and notifying us if there are any issues 
regarding tree health or vandalism. We are inspired by the number of businesses that stepped up so far to take care of 

their tree with commitment and willingness to help us keep 
Sherman Oaks, clean, green and beautiful. Thank you!

We acknowledge and thank our generous business spon-
sors shown at the left and hope you will support them – and 
also thank our community partners: the Sherman Oaks/En-
cino Chamber of Commerce, Volunteers Cleaning Com-
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munities, The Village at Sherman Oaks Business Improvement District, and the Paint Sherman Oaks Foundation that joined 
us again this year. And super thanks to Gelsons for hosting our event and Mayor Bass’s Shine LA program team and city 
departments that came out to support our efforts.

We are also inspired by a few volunteers that have been out on weekends watering the trees and cleaning up weed filled 
tree wells. Thank you Barbara Lewis, Darren Mills and Bee Inthanou!  If you’d like to join our volunteer beautification team, 
please email Kelly Lynch at klynch@kplselect.com. It’s a fun, productive way to spend a few hours on the weekend or 
weekday.  We’re sure you’ll take a shine to it!  

COMINGS AND GOINGS
by Matt Epstein, SOHA President

I usually kick off this column by highlighting the newest arrivals in Sherman Oaks. This month, however, I’ve noticed a few 
departures that deserve recognition before we turn our attention to what’s coming next.

Farewell to a Neighborhood Favorite – Let’s start with Santino’s. For nearly 20 years, Santino’s NY Pizza served up 
authentic New York-style thin crust pizza from its location on Woodman Ave, just north of Ventura Blvd. This family-run 
pizzeria became a neighborhood institution, feeding generations of Sherman Oaks residents and earning a loyal follow-
ing along the way. Sadly, Santino’s closed its doors this past March.

The good news for pizza lovers? Greco’s New York Pizzeria, which already operates successful locations in Hollywood 
and Tarzana, will soon open its third location in the former Santino’s space. We wish the Greco’s team great success and 
extend our best wishes to the Santino family as they begin their next chapter.

Another Restaurant Says Goodbye – Another recent closure is Samos, located on the corner of Ventura and Woodman. 
This one is particularly unfortunate because the owners invested heavily in transforming the space into a beautiful Medi-
terranean restaurant. They served some very good food and, by my estimate, were open for only about two years. 
Running a restaurant is never easy, and it’s always disappointing to see a local business close its doors. At this point, I 
haven’t heard what will be taking over the location, but I’ll keep my ears open.

Delicious Discovery on Ventura Blvd – A few months ago, I mentioned the closing of Tony’s Liquor Store, which had 
occupied the corner of Ventura and Sunnyslope for nearly half a century. Its replacement, Eagle Liquor, is now open and 
offering fine wines, beer, tobacco products, cigars, and of course, lottery tickets. But the real surprise is next door.

In addition to the new Eagle Liquor store allow me to introduce Mother’s Bread. I stopped in last week and met Nick, the 
proud owner and master baker behind this remarkable new shop. Originally from the country of Georgia, Nick uses reci-
pes passed down from his grandmother and focuses on just three varieties of sourdough bread. Now, I don’t claim to be 
a sourdough expert – in fact, I know very little about it – but I’ve learned that 
everything starts with “the starter”. Nick’s starter is made from grapes, and 
whatever magic happens from there produces some of the most incredible 
bread I’ve ever tasted.

The loaves themselves are distinctive, shaped like long paddles or oars, and 
the shop is producing roughly a hundred loaves a day – many of which sell out 
before closing. The bakery is a fascinating blend of old-world tradition and 
modern craftsmanship. It’s worth stopping by not only for the bread, but also to meet Nick himself. Sherman Oaks could 
use more business owners like him.

Signs of Life at Fashion Square – I drove by Fashion Square late yesterday afternoon and noticed something I haven’t 
seen in a while – the mall was busy. I have to admit I was pleasantly surprised. While there, I noticed a few new additions. 
One is BoxUnion Sherman Oaks, a high-energy boxing and fitness studio offering 45-minute group workouts that com-
bine boxing, cardio, strength training, muscle sculpting, and enough punches to make you feel like you’ve gone a few 
rounds with a heavyweight champion.

And after burning all those calories, you’ll be happy to know that Noodle St appears to be inching closer to opening its 
doors. The restaurant has been “coming soon” for what feels like quite some time now, but hopefully Sherman Oaks 
noodle lovers won’t have to wait much longer.

THE REAL RACE FOR LA MAYOR
by Tom Glick, SOHA Planning and Land Use Committee Co-Chair

The 2026 mayoral race in Los Angeles may ultimately come down to one question – have Angelenos simply had enough 
of establishment politics and those career politicians promising change and delivering nothing but stagnancy? That 
question is exactly why outsider candidate Spencer Pratt is being taken more seriously than many political insiders 
expected. His candidacy has transitioned from a curiosity to a central force in the race, threatening to upend the tradi-
tional political machine as the June primary approaches.

But Pratt is no longer the only disruptor in the room. The race has expanded to include a new wave of challengers who 
refuse to wait their turn in the traditional political pipeline. Adam Miller, a tech entrepreneur and nonprofit leader, has 
positioned himself as the managerial outsider. Miller relies on his executive background, having grown his firm Corner-
stone into a global success before leading homelessness-focused nonprofits like Better Angels. He argues that LA’s crises 
are management failures that require a CEO’s precision rather than a politician’s compromise.

On the other end of the spectrum is Tish Hyman, a Grammy-nominated songwriter whose campaign is rooted in raw, 
personal conviction. Hyman entered the race after witnessing what she viewed as a decline in the safety of public 
spaces. Running on a platform of restoring community norms and prioritizing the safety of women and children, she has 
become a vocal advocate for those who feel the city’s current leadership has ignored basic quality-of-life issues.

For years, voters in Los Angeles have been told to trust experienced political leaders to solve the city’s growing crises. Yet 
homelessness continues to overwhelm neighborhoods, public trust in city government has eroded, and many residents 
feel increasingly disconnected from the officials elected to represent them. Mayor Karen Bass entered office with enor-
mous goodwill, but the reality of her administration has struggled to meet the high expectations set during her campaign. 
Frustrations intensified following the January 2025 Pacific Palisades fire, which left many asking hard questions about 
leadership and accountability. Instead of accepting responsibility, the administration often appeared more willing to shift 
blame elsewhere – a move that resonated poorly with residents who lost everything.

Councilmember Nithya Raman faces similar criticism. While she cultivates an image as a progressive reformer, many 
residents in Council District 4 feel abandoned, claiming she prioritizes national ideologies and specific interest groups 
over the immediate, local concerns of her constituents. As homelessness remains a persistent issue throughout her 
district, voters are beginning to question whether rhetoric has permanently replaced results.

Critics attempt to portray Pratt as a reality TV caricature, but that characterization is simplistic. These labels are the prima-
ry weapons for Bass and Raman because Pratt lacks a political record to attack – which, to many voters, is his greatest 
asset. Scared politicians are stooping to personal attacks to denigrate him, but those tactics are falling short of the mark.

The bar for leadership in Los Angeles has been set painfully low by successive administrations. In this environment, voters 
are increasingly willing to consider those outside the machine – whether its Pratt’s populist fire, Miller’s executive preci-
sion, or Hyman’s grassroots urgency. Their candidacies reflect a growing belief that career politicians have had their 
opportunity to lead and failed. Whether these outsiders can transform public frustration into a victory remains to be seen. 
But one thing is abundantly clear – many Angelenos are no longer convinced that traditional politicians are the safer 
choice. Another term for the incumbents Bass or Raman may well push the city into a deeper crisis, and that is exactly 
why the outsiders have become the most real threat in this race.

MENTAL HEALTH AND HOMELESSNESS IN LA COUNTY
by Howard Jaffe, SOHA Homelessness Committee Chair

Of the estimated 72,000 homeless in LA county, it is estimated that 17,000 – nearly 25% – are considered seriously men-
tally ill. For years the county and city have relied mainly on voluntary outreach, shelters, and “housing first” policies. 
Critics have long argued that many people living on the streets are too mentally ill to seek their own help.

In response, California expanded programs such as Laura’s Law, known officially as Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court. Under these, a judge can order outpatient psychiatric treatment including medication management, 

therapy, and substance abuse. If during the process and individual is found to be a danger to themselves or others, or 
if gravely disabled they can be hospitalized under other California laws such as a 72-hour hold known as a 5150, a 
longer hold known as a 5250, or conservatorship proceedings. 

CARE Court also focuses on outpatient treatment. Judges generally cannot directly order long-term inpatient treat-
ment, but they can connect individuals to stabilization programs, psychiatric evaluations, and treatment plans that 
can eventually lead to conservatorship proceedings if necessary. On paper both Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court would appear to be important tools for addressing severe mental illness among the homeless population, 
even if they do not fully remove people from the streets.

Individuals typically enter Laura’s Law or CARE Court through family member referrals, mental health professionals, first 
responders, outreach workers, or law enforcement. In LA County, programs such as Home Outreach teams from the 
Department of Mental Health conduct street outreach in encampments, parks, and sidewalks to identify severely 
mentally ill individuals who may qualify for intervention under CARE Court or Laura’s Law.

Unfortunately, the number of homeless individuals treated under both programs remains very small compared to the 
estimated 17,000 seriously mentally ill homeless residents in LA County. Under Laura’s Law, 100 to 200 clients are 
served annually. Under CARE Court, roughly 500 petitions were filed between 2023 and 2025 but only 112 cases result-
ed in treatment agreements or plans, with few becoming court-ordered treatment plans. 

Several factors contribute to these low numbers. First, eligibility requirements are strict. CARE Court applies mainly to 
adults suffering from psychotic disorders such as schizophrenia and related illnesses. Many homeless individuals suffer 
from depression, trauma, addiction, or other disorders that do not qualify. Second, California law places significant 
emphasis on civil liberties protections, requiring judges to follow strict legal standards and favoring voluntary partici-
pation whenever possible. Third, Los Angeles continues to face major shortages of psychiatric beds, treatment facili-
ties, housing, and mental health professionals. 

Based on the above it becomes apparent that our state has created a framework for dealing with the mentally ill living 
on streets – but the reach of these programs remains limited. Policy makers must find ways to expand treatment 
capacity while still respecting civil liberties. The scope of mental illness and substance abuse conditions covered by 
CARE Court and Laura’s Law should also be reconsidered. 

Several LA officials support expanding mental health intervention programs for the homeless. Supervisor Kathryn 
Barger has been one of the strongest advocates for court-ordered treatment for severely mentally ill homeless individ-
uals. She has also supported the HOME Outreach program through the LA County Department of Mental Health, which 
brings psychiatric services directly to streets, parks, and homeless encampments. Mayor Karen Bass also supports 
CARE Court and expanded mental health outreach. City Councilmembers aligned with stronger street intervention 
and CARE Court implementation include Monica Rodriguez, Traci Park, and John Lee. 

Ultimately, LA residents must decide whether current policies are sufficient or whether these programs should be 
expanded to more vigorously address severe mental illness among the homeless population.

LOCAL AND STATE HOUSING LEGISLATION UPDATE
by Maria Kalban, SOHA Housing Committee Chair

The draft ordinance for Implementation of SB79 is close to being approved. The City of Los Angeles will proceed with a 
partial implementation of SB79 allowing half the height and density in impacted communities while planning for full 
implementation in 2030 through a Local Alternative Plan. What does that mean to all of us? Those of you living near the 
Orange line and areas near Van Nuys/Ventura Blvds and Sepulveda/Ventura Blvds will feel the impact starting July 2026 
when apartments will be allowed in your single-family neighborhoods. For now, apartment height will be limited to three 
or four stories but may change to eight stories in 2030. We successfully increased the rear yard setback to 8 feet rather 
than the 4 feet initially proposed by the Planning Department. We also asked Planning to grant a 15-foot rear setback as 
an incentive toward the open space requirement for these developments. It was included in the draft and approved.

Right now, it is important to switch gears and engage with three state bills that – if approved – will apply to all our 
single-family neighborhoods. We oppose these bills unless amended because such projects should not be “by right” but 
include local discretionary approval. Their impacts will be significant and should require robust local input.

Senate Bill (SB) 1116 – This bill would allow ten housing units to be built on any vacant or underutilized property in 

single-family neighborhoods with “by-right” approval which keeps the public from being notified or allowed to comment 
on such projects. Single properties can be divided into ten lots as small as 960 square feet. SB1123 passed last year allow-
ing lots as small as 1,200 square feet on single properties. SB1123 has hardly been in effect, and legislators are already 
approving smaller lots with 4-foot side and rear setbacks. Senator Stern has voted yes on this bill. It now goes to Assem-
blymember Schultz for his vote.

Assembly Bill (AB) 1751 – This bill would allow three-story row townhouses on any single-family lot deemed underuti-
lized – which could mean a site with a small house on it. This will again be “by right” with no setbacks, bypassing commu-
nity-driven plans. Assemblymember Schultz voted no on this bill. Next up is Senator Stern.

Assembly Bill (AB) 2005 – When SB9 was passed into law it allowed a property to be split in two and allowed four units 
of housing on each new split as long as the owner occupied one unit for three years. The idea was to allow a homeowner 
to provide housing for family members or make a little cash by renting units. This occupancy requirement was meant to 
prevent land investors from buying properties, splitting them and selling them with no commitment to the neighborhood. 
AB2005 attempts to remove the owner/occupancy requirement allowing corporations to buy these properties and make 
them lucrative business opportunities for developers. This is counter to the original intent of the bill. Assemblymember 
Schultz has voted yes on this bill! It is now up to Senator Stern to weigh in on the bill.

We have contacted the entire LA Delegation to oppose these bills. The Assembly bills are now in the Senate for review, 
and the Senate bills are in the Assembly. We will be doing a write-in campaign to convince our legislators that local con-
trol is valuable and shouldn't be dismissed as we build more housing. Join us in our efforts.

by Jane Kaplan, SOHA Restaurant Chair – As we mentioned last month “Burger She 
Wrote” was opening up in Sherman Oaks on Ventura Blvd. They are still working on the 
restaurant yet have opened up a small portion of it. Burger She Wrote will be our restau-
rant of the month for our June 17th meeting. Serving up Smash Burgers and fries. This 
restaurant was founded by skate-boarder Don “Nuge” Nguyen and restaurateur 
Steven Arroyo.

This popular restaurant is known for its Oklahoma style smash burgers made with American Wagyu beef, grilled onions 
and a King’s Hawaiian bun. A nod to Nuge’s hometown of Oklahoma City, where this burger style originated. Key menu 
items include the signature Oklahoma burger which is a classic smash burger, grilled cheese, and hand-cut fries. Burger 
She Wrote has locations in the Fairfax district and is now opening in Brentwood and Sherman Oaks. They’ll be some 
grilling at our next meeting. Hope you’ll be able to join us and help welcome them to our community!

SOHA’S SHINE LA SERVICE DAY IS SUPER SUCCESS!
by Kelly Lynch, SOHA Beautification Committee Chair

SOHA’s Shine LA Service Day on April 25th was a huge success! 350 volunteers, residents, students, parents, local busi-
nesses, and community partners all came together for a day of cleaning and beautifying Sherman Oaks. Volunteers 
removed more than 1,600 pounds of litter and debris, collected three huge size trash bags of recyclables, and planted 
34 new trees along Ventura Blvd between Van Nuys and Sepulveda Blvds.

Sherman Oaks businesses along Ventura Blvd that received a new tree in their formerly empty or stump-filled tree well 
agreed to adopt their new tree. These businesses will be watering trees weekly and notifying us if there are any issues 
regarding tree health or vandalism. We are inspired by the number of businesses that stepped up so far to take care of 

their tree with commitment and willingness to help us keep 
Sherman Oaks, clean, green and beautiful. Thank you!

We acknowledge and thank our generous business spon-
sors shown at the left and hope you will support them – and 
also thank our community partners: the Sherman Oaks/En-
cino Chamber of Commerce, Volunteers Cleaning Com-
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munities, The Village at Sherman Oaks Business Improvement District, and the Paint Sherman Oaks Foundation that joined 
us again this year. And super thanks to Gelsons for hosting our event and Mayor Bass’s Shine LA program team and city 
departments that came out to support our efforts.

We are also inspired by a few volunteers that have been out on weekends watering the trees and cleaning up weed filled 
tree wells. Thank you Barbara Lewis, Darren Mills and Bee Inthanou!  If you’d like to join our volunteer beautification team, 
please email Kelly Lynch at klynch@kplselect.com. It’s a fun, productive way to spend a few hours on the weekend or 
weekday.  We’re sure you’ll take a shine to it!  

COMINGS AND GOINGS
by Matt Epstein, SOHA President

I usually kick off this column by highlighting the newest arrivals in Sherman Oaks. This month, however, I’ve noticed a few 
departures that deserve recognition before we turn our attention to what’s coming next.

Farewell to a Neighborhood Favorite – Let’s start with Santino’s. For nearly 20 years, Santino’s NY Pizza served up 
authentic New York-style thin crust pizza from its location on Woodman Ave, just north of Ventura Blvd. This family-run 
pizzeria became a neighborhood institution, feeding generations of Sherman Oaks residents and earning a loyal follow-
ing along the way. Sadly, Santino’s closed its doors this past March.

The good news for pizza lovers? Greco’s New York Pizzeria, which already operates successful locations in Hollywood 
and Tarzana, will soon open its third location in the former Santino’s space. We wish the Greco’s team great success and 
extend our best wishes to the Santino family as they begin their next chapter.

Another Restaurant Says Goodbye – Another recent closure is Samos, located on the corner of Ventura and Woodman. 
This one is particularly unfortunate because the owners invested heavily in transforming the space into a beautiful Medi-
terranean restaurant. They served some very good food and, by my estimate, were open for only about two years. 
Running a restaurant is never easy, and it’s always disappointing to see a local business close its doors. At this point, I 
haven’t heard what will be taking over the location, but I’ll keep my ears open.

Delicious Discovery on Ventura Blvd – A few months ago, I mentioned the closing of Tony’s Liquor Store, which had 
occupied the corner of Ventura and Sunnyslope for nearly half a century. Its replacement, Eagle Liquor, is now open and 
offering fine wines, beer, tobacco products, cigars, and of course, lottery tickets. But the real surprise is next door.

In addition to the new Eagle Liquor store allow me to introduce Mother’s Bread. I stopped in last week and met Nick, the 
proud owner and master baker behind this remarkable new shop. Originally from the country of Georgia, Nick uses reci-
pes passed down from his grandmother and focuses on just three varieties of sourdough bread. Now, I don’t claim to be 
a sourdough expert – in fact, I know very little about it – but I’ve learned that 
everything starts with “the starter”. Nick’s starter is made from grapes, and 
whatever magic happens from there produces some of the most incredible 
bread I’ve ever tasted.

The loaves themselves are distinctive, shaped like long paddles or oars, and 
the shop is producing roughly a hundred loaves a day – many of which sell out 
before closing. The bakery is a fascinating blend of old-world tradition and 
modern craftsmanship. It’s worth stopping by not only for the bread, but also to meet Nick himself. Sherman Oaks could 
use more business owners like him.

Signs of Life at Fashion Square – I drove by Fashion Square late yesterday afternoon and noticed something I haven’t 
seen in a while – the mall was busy. I have to admit I was pleasantly surprised. While there, I noticed a few new additions. 
One is BoxUnion Sherman Oaks, a high-energy boxing and fitness studio offering 45-minute group workouts that com-
bine boxing, cardio, strength training, muscle sculpting, and enough punches to make you feel like you’ve gone a few 
rounds with a heavyweight champion.

And after burning all those calories, you’ll be happy to know that Noodle St appears to be inching closer to opening its 
doors. The restaurant has been “coming soon” for what feels like quite some time now, but hopefully Sherman Oaks 
noodle lovers won’t have to wait much longer.

THE REAL RACE FOR LA MAYOR
by Tom Glick, SOHA Planning and Land Use Committee Co-Chair

The 2026 mayoral race in Los Angeles may ultimately come down to one question – have Angelenos simply had enough 
of establishment politics and those career politicians promising change and delivering nothing but stagnancy? That 
question is exactly why outsider candidate Spencer Pratt is being taken more seriously than many political insiders 
expected. His candidacy has transitioned from a curiosity to a central force in the race, threatening to upend the tradi-
tional political machine as the June primary approaches.

But Pratt is no longer the only disruptor in the room. The race has expanded to include a new wave of challengers who 
refuse to wait their turn in the traditional political pipeline. Adam Miller, a tech entrepreneur and nonprofit leader, has 
positioned himself as the managerial outsider. Miller relies on his executive background, having grown his firm Corner-
stone into a global success before leading homelessness-focused nonprofits like Better Angels. He argues that LA’s crises 
are management failures that require a CEO’s precision rather than a politician’s compromise.

On the other end of the spectrum is Tish Hyman, a Grammy-nominated songwriter whose campaign is rooted in raw, 
personal conviction. Hyman entered the race after witnessing what she viewed as a decline in the safety of public 
spaces. Running on a platform of restoring community norms and prioritizing the safety of women and children, she has 
become a vocal advocate for those who feel the city’s current leadership has ignored basic quality-of-life issues.

For years, voters in Los Angeles have been told to trust experienced political leaders to solve the city’s growing crises. Yet 
homelessness continues to overwhelm neighborhoods, public trust in city government has eroded, and many residents 
feel increasingly disconnected from the officials elected to represent them. Mayor Karen Bass entered office with enor-
mous goodwill, but the reality of her administration has struggled to meet the high expectations set during her campaign. 
Frustrations intensified following the January 2025 Pacific Palisades fire, which left many asking hard questions about 
leadership and accountability. Instead of accepting responsibility, the administration often appeared more willing to shift 
blame elsewhere – a move that resonated poorly with residents who lost everything.

Councilmember Nithya Raman faces similar criticism. While she cultivates an image as a progressive reformer, many 
residents in Council District 4 feel abandoned, claiming she prioritizes national ideologies and specific interest groups 
over the immediate, local concerns of her constituents. As homelessness remains a persistent issue throughout her 
district, voters are beginning to question whether rhetoric has permanently replaced results.

Critics attempt to portray Pratt as a reality TV caricature, but that characterization is simplistic. These labels are the prima-
ry weapons for Bass and Raman because Pratt lacks a political record to attack – which, to many voters, is his greatest 
asset. Scared politicians are stooping to personal attacks to denigrate him, but those tactics are falling short of the mark.

The bar for leadership in Los Angeles has been set painfully low by successive administrations. In this environment, voters 
are increasingly willing to consider those outside the machine – whether its Pratt’s populist fire, Miller’s executive preci-
sion, or Hyman’s grassroots urgency. Their candidacies reflect a growing belief that career politicians have had their 
opportunity to lead and failed. Whether these outsiders can transform public frustration into a victory remains to be seen. 
But one thing is abundantly clear – many Angelenos are no longer convinced that traditional politicians are the safer 
choice. Another term for the incumbents Bass or Raman may well push the city into a deeper crisis, and that is exactly 
why the outsiders have become the most real threat in this race.

MENTAL HEALTH AND HOMELESSNESS IN LA COUNTY
by Howard Jaffe, SOHA Homelessness Committee Chair

Of the estimated 72,000 homeless in LA county, it is estimated that 17,000 – nearly 25% – are considered seriously men-
tally ill. For years the county and city have relied mainly on voluntary outreach, shelters, and “housing first” policies. 
Critics have long argued that many people living on the streets are too mentally ill to seek their own help.

In response, California expanded programs such as Laura’s Law, known officially as Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court. Under these, a judge can order outpatient psychiatric treatment including medication management, 

therapy, and substance abuse. If during the process and individual is found to be a danger to themselves or others, or 
if gravely disabled they can be hospitalized under other California laws such as a 72-hour hold known as a 5150, a 
longer hold known as a 5250, or conservatorship proceedings. 

CARE Court also focuses on outpatient treatment. Judges generally cannot directly order long-term inpatient treat-
ment, but they can connect individuals to stabilization programs, psychiatric evaluations, and treatment plans that 
can eventually lead to conservatorship proceedings if necessary. On paper both Assisted Outpatient Treatment and 
CARE Court would appear to be important tools for addressing severe mental illness among the homeless population, 
even if they do not fully remove people from the streets.

Individuals typically enter Laura’s Law or CARE Court through family member referrals, mental health professionals, first 
responders, outreach workers, or law enforcement. In LA County, programs such as Home Outreach teams from the 
Department of Mental Health conduct street outreach in encampments, parks, and sidewalks to identify severely 
mentally ill individuals who may qualify for intervention under CARE Court or Laura’s Law.

Unfortunately, the number of homeless individuals treated under both programs remains very small compared to the 
estimated 17,000 seriously mentally ill homeless residents in LA County. Under Laura’s Law, 100 to 200 clients are 
served annually. Under CARE Court, roughly 500 petitions were filed between 2023 and 2025 but only 112 cases result-
ed in treatment agreements or plans, with few becoming court-ordered treatment plans. 

Several factors contribute to these low numbers. First, eligibility requirements are strict. CARE Court applies mainly to 
adults suffering from psychotic disorders such as schizophrenia and related illnesses. Many homeless individuals suffer 
from depression, trauma, addiction, or other disorders that do not qualify. Second, California law places significant 
emphasis on civil liberties protections, requiring judges to follow strict legal standards and favoring voluntary partici-
pation whenever possible. Third, Los Angeles continues to face major shortages of psychiatric beds, treatment facili-
ties, housing, and mental health professionals. 

Based on the above it becomes apparent that our state has created a framework for dealing with the mentally ill living 
on streets – but the reach of these programs remains limited. Policy makers must find ways to expand treatment 
capacity while still respecting civil liberties. The scope of mental illness and substance abuse conditions covered by 
CARE Court and Laura’s Law should also be reconsidered. 

Several LA officials support expanding mental health intervention programs for the homeless. Supervisor Kathryn 
Barger has been one of the strongest advocates for court-ordered treatment for severely mentally ill homeless individ-
uals. She has also supported the HOME Outreach program through the LA County Department of Mental Health, which 
brings psychiatric services directly to streets, parks, and homeless encampments. Mayor Karen Bass also supports 
CARE Court and expanded mental health outreach. City Councilmembers aligned with stronger street intervention 
and CARE Court implementation include Monica Rodriguez, Traci Park, and John Lee. 

Ultimately, LA residents must decide whether current policies are sufficient or whether these programs should be 
expanded to more vigorously address severe mental illness among the homeless population.

LOCAL AND STATE HOUSING LEGISLATION UPDATE
by Maria Kalban, SOHA Housing Committee Chair

The draft ordinance for Implementation of SB79 is close to being approved. The City of Los Angeles will proceed with a 
partial implementation of SB79 allowing half the height and density in impacted communities while planning for full 
implementation in 2030 through a Local Alternative Plan. What does that mean to all of us? Those of you living near the 
Orange line and areas near Van Nuys/Ventura Blvds and Sepulveda/Ventura Blvds will feel the impact starting July 2026 
when apartments will be allowed in your single-family neighborhoods. For now, apartment height will be limited to three 
or four stories but may change to eight stories in 2030. We successfully increased the rear yard setback to 8 feet rather 
than the 4 feet initially proposed by the Planning Department. We also asked Planning to grant a 15-foot rear setback as 
an incentive toward the open space requirement for these developments. It was included in the draft and approved.

Right now, it is important to switch gears and engage with three state bills that – if approved – will apply to all our 
single-family neighborhoods. We oppose these bills unless amended because such projects should not be “by right” but 
include local discretionary approval. Their impacts will be significant and should require robust local input.

Senate Bill (SB) 1116 – This bill would allow ten housing units to be built on any vacant or underutilized property in 

single-family neighborhoods with “by-right” approval which keeps the public from being notified or allowed to comment 
on such projects. Single properties can be divided into ten lots as small as 960 square feet. SB1123 passed last year allow-
ing lots as small as 1,200 square feet on single properties. SB1123 has hardly been in effect, and legislators are already 
approving smaller lots with 4-foot side and rear setbacks. Senator Stern has voted yes on this bill. It now goes to Assem-
blymember Schultz for his vote.

Assembly Bill (AB) 1751 – This bill would allow three-story row townhouses on any single-family lot deemed underuti-
lized – which could mean a site with a small house on it. This will again be “by right” with no setbacks, bypassing commu-
nity-driven plans. Assemblymember Schultz voted no on this bill. Next up is Senator Stern.

Assembly Bill (AB) 2005 – When SB9 was passed into law it allowed a property to be split in two and allowed four units 
of housing on each new split as long as the owner occupied one unit for three years. The idea was to allow a homeowner 
to provide housing for family members or make a little cash by renting units. This occupancy requirement was meant to 
prevent land investors from buying properties, splitting them and selling them with no commitment to the neighborhood. 
AB2005 attempts to remove the owner/occupancy requirement allowing corporations to buy these properties and make 
them lucrative business opportunities for developers. This is counter to the original intent of the bill. Assemblymember 
Schultz has voted yes on this bill! It is now up to Senator Stern to weigh in on the bill.

We have contacted the entire LA Delegation to oppose these bills. The Assembly bills are now in the Senate for review, 
and the Senate bills are in the Assembly. We will be doing a write-in campaign to convince our legislators that local con-
trol is valuable and shouldn't be dismissed as we build more housing. Join us in our efforts.

by Jane Kaplan, SOHA Restaurant Chair – As we mentioned last month “Burger She 
Wrote” was opening up in Sherman Oaks on Ventura Blvd. They are still working on the 
restaurant yet have opened up a small portion of it. Burger She Wrote will be our restau-
rant of the month for our June 17th meeting. Serving up Smash Burgers and fries. This 
restaurant was founded by skate-boarder Don “Nuge” Nguyen and restaurateur 
Steven Arroyo.

This popular restaurant is known for its Oklahoma style smash burgers made with American Wagyu beef, grilled onions 
and a King’s Hawaiian bun. A nod to Nuge’s hometown of Oklahoma City, where this burger style originated. Key menu 
items include the signature Oklahoma burger which is a classic smash burger, grilled cheese, and hand-cut fries. Burger 
She Wrote has locations in the Fairfax district and is now opening in Brentwood and Sherman Oaks. They’ll be some 
grilling at our next meeting. Hope you’ll be able to join us and help welcome them to our community!

SOHA’S SHINE LA SERVICE DAY IS SUPER SUCCESS!
by Kelly Lynch, SOHA Beautification Committee Chair

SOHA’s Shine LA Service Day on April 25th was a huge success! 350 volunteers, residents, students, parents, local busi-
nesses, and community partners all came together for a day of cleaning and beautifying Sherman Oaks. Volunteers 
removed more than 1,600 pounds of litter and debris, collected three huge size trash bags of recyclables, and planted 
34 new trees along Ventura Blvd between Van Nuys and Sepulveda Blvds.

Sherman Oaks businesses along Ventura Blvd that received a new tree in their formerly empty or stump-filled tree well 
agreed to adopt their new tree. These businesses will be watering trees weekly and notifying us if there are any issues 
regarding tree health or vandalism. We are inspired by the number of businesses that stepped up so far to take care of 

their tree with commitment and willingness to help us keep 
Sherman Oaks, clean, green and beautiful. Thank you!

We acknowledge and thank our generous business spon-
sors shown at the left and hope you will support them – and 
also thank our community partners: the Sherman Oaks/En-
cino Chamber of Commerce, Volunteers Cleaning Com-
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IN THIS ISSUE OF SOHA NEWS

- DON’T MISS OUR COMMUNITY MEETING -
Meet Councilmember Bob Blumenfield.  He’s termed out

and ready to open up about a wide range of topics.

Also:  The Real Race for LA Mayor; Mental Health and 
Homelessness; Local and State Housing Legislation 

Update; Valley Residents and Businesses Rise and Shine!
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